Bottled water in the carry-on?
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Any travelers, according to this story, cautious about the water they drink abroad, ask for drinks without ice in exotic locations and brush their teeth with bottled water.
But recent tests by the United States Environmental Protection Agency suggest that airline passengers may want to use the same caution before landing. 
The story says that in August and September, the E.P.A. tested the water on 158 domestic and international aircraft at United States airports, finding that 87 percent met the agency's standards for the quality of drinking water. Of course, that meant 13 percent did not.
The Air Transport Association, a trade group representing the major United States airlines, immediately challenged the findings, criticizing the size of the sample and how the tests were conducted. Even the E.P.A. was cited as acknowledging that more tests are needed to assess whether there is a wide problem, and stopped short of advising all passengers not to drink the water, suggesting in an announcement on Sept. 20 that, "Passengers with compromised immune systems or others concerned may want to request canned or bottled beverages."
The story explains that what the E.P.A. found in the water that did not meet standards is total coliform bacteria, which isn't necessarily harmful (it's common in soil, lakes, humans and animals), but its presence in drinking water indicates that other disease-causing organisms may be lurking. On two aircraft, the E.P.A. also found E. coli, which may indicate fecal contamination and can cause diarrhea, cramps, nausea or other illnesses.
Tom Skinner, head of the E.P.A.'s enforcement office, was quoted as saying, "We have not received any reports that passengers on those two aircraft got sick. … I think we were all surprised by the results we got in our test this summer. Which is why we need to do more."
The story adds that in the United States, aircraft typically get water from municipal supplies, transferred either by truck or by hose directly from the airport's water system. 
Mr. Skinner was further cited as saying that airlines are required to test the water on aircraft "periodically" and report any deficiencies to the E.P.A. The agency's guidelines suggest that the testing be done quarterly, but the rules allow airlines to flush and disinfect their water systems quarterly instead of testing. And it's not clear how often either has been happening. The E.P.A. does not regularly monitor whether the airlines are testing or cleaning their tanks, Mr. Skinner said. 
The Air Transport Association was cited as saying that its own tests of water samples on 265 aircraft last year found quite different results: only 3 percent of the tests found total coliform bacteria, and none found E. coli.
Andrew DeGraca, water quality bureau manager for the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, was cited as saying that a municipality would be in violation of E.P.A. rules if its water quality tests had the bacteria levels the agency found in aircraft water, adding, "Under the total coliform rule, we're allowed to have up to 5 percent of the samples test positive in any given month. If I saw even 3 or 4 percent, I'd want to know what was going on."
The airlines may have something to learn from the cruise industry, which is closely monitored by the Vessel Sanitation Program of the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Although the Federal Quarantine Act gives the government some authority over cruise ships that sail to both United States and foreign ports, all of those cruise lines voluntarily participate in and pay for the sanitation program, which covers food and water.
According to Dave Forney, chief of the Vessel Sanitation Program, there are detailed guidelines about how water tanks can be constructed, where ships can make freshwater from seawater (not in port), how the cruise lines must test the water they buy from municipal sources, and how often ships must do their own testing (weekly, if not more often). 


